During the past few years many studies in education, particularly those concerning retardation and promotion, have been based upon the answers given by children to questions asked by the investigators. While this method of collecting data has been known to be inaccurate, no one has attempted to see how much the error was nor in which direction it lay, that is, whether it was in favor of the school examined or not. In order to get some idea of this problem, a study was made among the school children of a city near New York,* who had attended the schools for the past six years and whose cumulative record cards for this period were complete. The children were a selected group in that they had spent their entire school life, six years in extent, in this particular school system. It was found however on careful examination that the selection with regard to race and financial circumstances was really a random one 
During the past few years many studies in education, particularly those concerning retardation and promotion, have been based upon the answers given by children to questions asked by the investigators. While this method of collecting data has been known to be inaccurate, no one has attempted to see how much the error was nor in which direction it lay, that is, whether it was in favor of the school examined or not. In order to get some idea of this problem, a study was made among the school children of a city near New York,* who had attended the schools for the past six years and whose cumulative record cards for this period were complete. The children were a selected group in that they had spent their entire school life, six years in extent, in this particular school system. It was found however on careful examination that the selection with regard to race and financial circumstances was really a random one A double scoring was used in the case of double retardations and promotions. By this method the actual number of pupils' answers will be found to exceed the number of pupils by eleven. Reading the table from the left we find that of the normal children fifty-one gave correct answers, four incorrect; two of these saying that they had been retarded and two accelerated. Of the accelerated children three answered correctly and one incorrectly, the one saying that he was normal. Of the retarded children, we find that thirtyone answers were correct, and of those answering incorrectly, twentyseven said that they were normal, seventeen that they were accelerated.
Four reported that they had been retarded, but reported one year less than the records showed and four two years less than the records. The values to be attached to the expressions "somewhat" and "quite a number" in the above quotation can be best estimated from the details of table I of this study. It must be evident that if 65 per cent of pupils' answers as to retardation are incorrect, the only profitable way in which to study this question is through an examination of the individual cumulative record cards.
Let us proceed a step further by distributing the retardations as actually occurring and as reported by the children, and then apply these facts to Blan's study. Table II shows the distribution of reported and unreported failures, and the total of the whole number actually occurring. Grade. Taking the first line, 
